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Dublin Graduate Awards

FSAS GRADUATE AWARD 
Fire Station Artists' Studios offers four three-
month residencies for NCAD and DIT grad-
uates, providing free access to workspaces and 
equipment, as well as technical support, curato-
rial advice and small bursaries. Graduates sub-
mit a detailed application via their college tutors 
by May. FSAS staff make a final selection after 
visiting the graduate exhibition. The FSAS 2018 
Graduate Awards went to Heidi Dwyer and 
Gemma Brown (Sculpture), and Emily Brennan 
and Jessica McCumisky (Digital Media).

firestation.ie

FINGAL ARTS OFFICE GRADUATE AWARD 
This new award is delivered in partnership be-
tween Fingal County Council Arts Office and 
Block T, offering a studio for one year in Block 
T with a solo exhibition in 2019. This is an 
open-submission award, available to undergrad-
uate and postgraduate students graduating in 
2018. The candidate must live in, be originally 
from, or have studied in Fingal. The 2018 appli-
cation deadline was in August.

fingalarts.ie

TBG+S RECENT GRADUATE RESIDENCY 
Now in its fifth year, the residency offers a free 
studio for one year, a €1,000 stipend, €500 inter-
national travel bursary and various institutional 
supports. The award is open to emerging artists 
who have graduated in the previous 3 years from 
a BA/BFA in Fine Art in any recognised univer-
sity or third level institution in Ireland or Irish 
artists who have graduated from a non-Irish 
BA/BFA in Fine Art. Entry is by application 
in early 2019. Bassam Al-Sabah was the 2018 
recipient.

templebargallery.com 

BLACK CHURCH GRADUATE AWARDS
Black Church Print Studio offers three awards 
annually to graduates of DIT, NCAD or IADT, 
while one National Undergraduate Award is 
offered to Fine Art students of third level col-
leges nationwide specialising in print. The Black 
Church Cabinet Award showcases the work of 
undergraduates in an experimental exhibition 
space. A new initiative offers memberships to 
five emerging artists who have graduated from a 
Fine Art degree within the last 2 years. 

blackchurchprint.ie

A4 SOUNDS – DIT GRADUATE AWARD 
This award is open to all disciplines and selected 
by a judging panel from the DIT graduate exhi-
bition. There is no application or entry require-
ments. The award comprises: An exhibition in 
the A4 Sounds Gallery, with support for the in-
stallation and duration; Three months free stu-
dio membership; Access to the studio’s shared 
workspaces, facilities, equipment and training to 
prepare for an exhibition. Recent recipients in-
clude Monika Bogyos (2017) and Justyna Kiel-
bowicz (2016).

a4sounds.org

RDS VISUAL ART AWARDS
The RDS Visual Art Awards provide an exhibi-
tion platform and €30,000 prize fund for emerg-
ing visual artists. Up to 15 artists are included in 
the exhibition. Individual prizes include: RDS 
Taylor Art Award (€10,000); R.C. Lewis-Cros-
by Award (€5,000); three-month summer resi-
dency award at CCI, Paris (funded by Mason 
Hayes & Curran); RHA Graduate Studio 
Award; and a cash award (€2,500). The 2018 ex-
hibition, curated by Amanda Coogan, runs from 
October 23-29 in the RDS Concert Hall. 

rds.ie

Regional Graduate Awards

BACKWATER GRADUATE RESIDENCY 
The Backwater Artists Studio Graduate Res-
idency is awarded by the Crawford College of 
Art & Design (CCAD). The successful appli-
cant receives studio space in Backwater Art-
ists Group Studios for 9 months and access to 
CCAD library. There is a stipulation that the ap-
plicant work in the materials shop of CCAD for 
5 hours per week. Selection is through written 
proposal. The deadline is usually late May, before 
the graduation shows. The selection panel com-
prises lecturing and technical staff of CCAD. 

blackwaterartists.ie

BURREN COLLEGE RESIDENCY AWARD
Since 2015, Burren College of Art, located in 
Ballyvaughan, County Clare, has offered four 
'Emerging Irish Artist Residency Awards' to re-
cent graduates and emerging artists residing in 
Ireland. The successful candidates have to pay a 
€250 fee for accommodation and are responsible 
for their own material and food costs. The award 
offers access to a studio for month and exhibi-
tions at BCA Gallery & 126 Artist-run Galway, 
Galway. The deadline is usually in July. 

burrencollege.ie

AN TÁIN ARTS ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
Now in its third year, this residency is open to 
recent graduates looking to establish a collab-
orative practice in a community setting. The 
award provides a studio space for a three-month 
period, €1500 stipend plus €500 materials grant 
and a solo exhibition in the main gallery space 
of An Táin Arts Centre – an independent arts 
space in Dundalk, County Louth. Current re-
cipient of the award is Sean McGuill. The dead-
line is in March each year. 

antain.ie

PLATFORM ARTS GRADUATE AWARD 
Platform Arts in Belfast offers annual Graduate 
Residency Awards for two students graduating 
from the University of Ulster. The Award in-
cludes 24-hour access to a communal workshop 
area and private studio space for a period of five 
months, followed by an exhibition at Gallery 2 
of Platform Arts in the sixth month of the resi-
dency. The award is by application each May, and 
selections are made following a visit by the panel 
to the graduate exhibition. 

platformbelfast.com

BELFAST EXPOSED PHOTOGRAPHY AWARD  
Students graduating from BA and MFA Pho-
tography and Fine Art Programmes (Northern 
Ireland/Republic of Ireland) are eligible to apply. 
The award offers: A three-week exhibition OR 
residency at Belfast Exposed Gallery 2 during 
the month of September; £400 Artist Fee and 
contribution towards production costs of up to 
£600; Travel/accommodation contribution of 
up to £100; Access to Belfast Exposed resourc-
es and mentorship from staff. The deadline is in 
June each year. 

belfastexposed.org

NSF GRADUATE RESIDENCY AWARD 
Since 2011, National Sculpture Factory Grad-
uate Residency Award award has expanded to 
include graduates from the Munster region, 
comprising four students from the region’s three 
art colleges: CCAD, LSAD and Waterford IT. 
The award includes a studio for 3–6 months, 
materials and use of kilns as well as a stipend. 
The 2018 recipients were: Sue Dolan (CCAD - 
Fine Art); Catherine Callanan (Contemporary 
Applied Art); Joseph Fogarty (WIT); and Jesse 
Hallaway (LIT).

nationalsculpturefactory.com

Jesse Hallaway, Vivarium Electronica, 2018. Hallaway was a recipient of the National Sculptue Factory Graduate 
Residency Award in 2018. 

Róisín McGannon, Unititled, 2017, resarch images taken at Block T. McGannon received the Fingal Arts Office 
Graduate Award in 2017. 


